U.S. Government Syllabus

Teacher: Mr. David Dudley
School Phone: 843-293-2513 ext. 2329
Email:
ddudley@horrycountyschools.net
Website: daviddudley.net 
Planning/Conf. Times: by appointment 

I. 
Course Description and Instructional Goals:
This course provides an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States. It utilizes a study of the functions of the legislative, judicial, and executive branches of the government, including the rationales behind their origins.
II. 
Instructional Model:

Daily Warm-Ups

Daily skills practice that may include a:

· warm-up;

· questions from previous day’s work;

· lead-in questions for current lesson; and/or

· homework checks.

Explorations

Historical applications that may include:

· collaborative problem solving;

· explaining historical reasoning; 

· connecting global studies across disciplines;

· performance assessments based on real-world data;

· the use of technology.

III. 
Materials/Textbooks/Technology:

 South Carolina U.S. Government Curriculum Standards

 United States Government: Our Democracy  (McGraw-Hill)
 Tablets with Internet access

 Teacher-Selected Supplementary Activities

IV. 
Assessments May Include:

 Diagnostic Tests


 Performance-based Tasks


 Projects 

· Presentations

· Interviews

 Portfolios 


 Homework


 Quizzes 

 Chapter, Unit, Cumulative, or Comprehensive Tests

V.
Horry County Schools Grading Scale:

100 – 90


A


  89 – 80

B


  79 – 70

C


  69 – 60

D


  59 – 0


F

VI. 
Grading Policy:



Major Grades:

50%: Including, but not limited to: Tests, Projects



Mid-level Grades:
30%: Including, but not limited to: Quizzes, weekly Warm-up Questions


Minor Grades:

20%: Including, but not limited to: Homework/Classwork, Reading Reflection
VII.
Assignment Policies: 

· Assignment due dates are strictly adhered to. 
· Students may turn assignments in late, but for reduced credit (10% each day for up to 3 days).

· Any student caught cheating on an assignment will receive a zero.  . 
VIII.
Computer/Electronic Device Usage Procedures:

· No playing games on the Internet or games of any kind.

· No printing, unless Mr. Dudley gives you permission.

· No listening to music (on any device), unless Mr. Dudley gives you permission.

· Any student who damages a computer, equipment, or software related to their computer will be required to replace it. 

IX.
Restroom Policy:

· Students are not allowed to go to the restroom during the first 30 minutes or last 30 minutes of the class period.  
· Our class is to use the restroom adjacent to the classroom.

· If a student is caught out of the area, they will be written up and appropriate punishment will be rendered.
X. 
Make-up work Policy:

· When students are out, they must check with Mr. Dudley for their assignments (NOT during class).  
· Assignments are due within 5 consecutive days after the student returns to school after an excused absence. 

· Please see Mr. Dudley to make arrangements to take tests and quizzes.

· It is the student’s responsibility to get all assignments the student has missed.

XI. 
General Classroom Procedures:

· Each student is expected to follow the rules and regulations of Socastee High School.  Please make sure you and your student have read all the policies and procedures of Socastee High School
· Students are to treat other students, teachers, and staff with respect at all times.

· No cursing or abusive language will be tolerated at anytime.

· Bring all materials to every class meeting. (pen or pencil, notebook, paper, tablet, etc.)

· Students may drink (water, sports drink, etc.) from a re-closeable container only.  No food is allowed in the classroom. The teacher has the right to change this policy at any time.

XII.
Integrity/Cheating Policy:

If a student is caught cheating, or, assisting in cheating, on an assignment, the student(s) involved:

· Will receive a zero for that assignment

· Will not be permitted to make up the assignment

· Should expect a phone call made to their parent or guardian to explain the incident and consequence

XIII. Consequences:

· 1st : Warning

· 2nd : Sent to Chill-Out room
· 3rd : Sent to Chill-Out and parent/guardian notification

· 4th : Parent/guardian, teacher, student, and administration conference will be held
· 5th : Referral to administration and parent/guardian notification
* Teacher reserves the right to move down consequences chart at will when necessary!

Code of Academic Integrity

All students agree to refrain from:

1. Lying- A misrepresentation of the truth which misleads another.

2. Stealing and/or Possessing Unauthorized Material- The unauthorized appropriation,

possession, or use of the property of another.

3. Cheating- The possession, receipt, use or solicitation of unauthorized materials, information, notes, study aids or other devices in any academic exercise. This includes unauthorized communication of information before, during, and after an academic exercise.

4. Fabrication and Falsification- The unauthorized alteration or invention of any information, lab data or citation in an academic exercise.  

5. Abuse of Academic Material- Damaging, destroying or stealing of lab equipment, classroom supplies or any other academic resource material. 

6. Complicity in Academic Dishonesty- Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another commit an act of academic dishonesty.

7. Plagiarism- Presenting the work of another as one’s own. All sources of information must be cited according to one of the accepted formats.  (APA, MLA, etc.)

Consequences for a violation of the above standards could include a zero on the exercise, a referral to administration or both, depending on the circumstances.
XIV. Acknowledgments:

Parents and students: Please acknowledge that you have read and understand the information above by signing this page in the spaces below. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me or e-mail me at ddudley@horrycountyschools.net any time.
Students: Be sure to return this signed page to me; it is your first assignment.

Parent(s): ________________________________________________________________________

Student: _________________________________________________________________________
HCS Selection of Reading Materials:
The district provides access to a wide variety of reading materials and resources in promoting literacy for students.  In selecting the materials and resources for classroom libraries and media centers, teachers and media specialist follow the general procedures that may be found on the district webpage at http://www.horrycountyschools.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=743462&pageId=1199932 
and media center and classroom library procedures that may be found at  http://www.horrycountyschools.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=743462&pageId=1392268.

One of a school’s primary goals is to develop lifelong learners, with literacy being a key component in this process. Reading a wide range of materials helps students develop these literacy skills.   While a school’s classrooms and media center make every effort to provide only the highest quality reading materials, we understand that parents want to help their children make wise a choice as it pertains to what their child reads. A parent who may have questions about his/her child’s reading material may contact the school media specialist to request additional information regarding the title, including possible professional reviews of the title. The school media specialist will work collaboratively with parents and teachers, to identify titles that will help develop a love of reading.
